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Sufficiency 
By Grace Robinson 


ORD, I am afraid! 
Thou needst not be. 
See, how dark the night! 
I am with thee. 














Fainting Hearts 


coming of Christ near? 
Certain, though many be- 
ut the world feel that 
Signs point to it. We 
will come because of the 
ises; for example, “This 
. Shall so come in like 


manner have seen him go into 
heaven” 1:11); “For the Lord 
himself lescend from heaven with 

1 Thess. 4:16). But it is 


more Christians than are 


discouraged. dver what looks like a long 
@lay, and’ because of the great confu- 
sion among Bible teachers over the de- 


‘i's surrounding that event. Not much 


'» now heard of postmillennialism; but 

the ranks of Bible-believing 
feachers have arisen some who have 
argued strongly against a literal mil- 
lennium, and others who assert that the 
Church will go through the Tribulation. 


Conflicting views have increased per- 


plexity, and perhaps quite a few have 
said to themselves, “If the teachers can’t 
agree, how can I hope to understand 
prophecy?” And thus they may have 
been tempted to doubt and indifference. 
But both are wrong and unnecessary. 
We ought not to stamd with the scoffers 
of the last days who scornfully ask, 
“Where is the promise of his coming?” 
(2 Pet. 3:4), for the promise still stands 
in the infallible Word of God. About 
forty years ago there was a great revi- 
val of interest in prophecy, enthusiasm 
was aroused by prophetic conferences, 
and hundreds of young people were led 
to believe that the Lord might come at 
any moment—which is still true. But 
most of the stalwart Bible teachers of 
that day, who hoped for translation, 
have had to pass through death, and the 
hopeful young people are growing old 
and Christ has not come. So the Ad- 
versary, ever alert to observe circum- 
stances, sows seeds of doubt and dis- 
couragement. There are, however, three 
verses related to the Second Coming 
that are a good antidote and that will 
not involve anyone in prophetic details. 
These are: Luke 19:13; First Thessalo- 
nians 4:11; Second Timothy 4:8. The 
first comes in the Parable of the Noble- 
man who went into a far country to re- 
ceive for himself a kingdom, and he 
gave ten pounds to his ten servants and 
said, “Occupy till I come.” The parable 
was spoken because the _ disciples 
“thought that the kingdom of God 
should immediately appear,” and in the 
command given in these four words 
every Christian worker can find his or- 


x 


ders for his own sphere of work, In 
the second passage, Paul wrote to the 
Thessilonians, “And that ye study to be 
quiet, and to do your own business, and 
to work with your own hands, as we 
commanded you.” Too often this has 
been neglected as people hasten on to 
read one of the great New Testament 
passages on the Second Coming (1 
Thess. 4:13-18). But the very fact that . 
the command of verse eleven just pre- 
cedes that passage ought to arrest our 
attention; and it is full of practical in- 
struction. The American Standard Ver- 
sion shows that it was one of Paul’s 
three ambitions and he exemplified it as 
a tentmaker. It brings a certain quiet- 
ness of heart, as we make it our aim to 
mind our own business and do our own 
duty. In the third, Paul was speaking 


,of his own departure, and he told of 


the crown of righteousness that the 
Lord would give him, “and not to me 
only, but unto all them also that love 
his appearing.” Here is the most im- 
portant thing: not to “have the gift of 
prophecy, and understand all mysteries, 
and all knowledge,” but to look forward 
with loving longing to the appearing of 
the very One who is our Saviour and 
was wounded for our transgressions. If 
you are tempted to discouragement be- 
cause the Lord has not come, if you are 
perplexed by the turmoil of opinion 
among prophetic teachers, take these 
three watchwords—“Occupy till I come,” 
“Study to be quiet, and to do your own 
business,” and “Love his appearing”— 
meditate on them, let them fill your 
mind, and they will calm your heart. 


x 


Ill. Giving Others Due Deference 


In the series, “Ourselves and Others,” by H. Clay Trumbull 


HAS been rightly said that Paul 
was the choicest specimen of the 
true Christian gentleman. And it 

might be also said, that nowhere in the 
world are the principles and precepts 
of true politeness so clearly expressed 


as in the writings of Paul. Even if one 
cared for nothing beyond the life that 
now is, and wished no more than to ap- 
pear well before his fellows, he could 
not do better than to note carefully the 
directions that Paul gives to Christians 








Comfort for Dark Days 








“Fret not . . . Trust in the Lord 
. . « he shall bring it to pass” 
(Psa. 27:1, 3, 5). 











concerning their personal intercourse 
with other Christians, and with the 
world at large. Apart from their pro- 
founder spiritual meaning, many of the 
writings of Paul teach the basis and the 
bounds of courtesy with unerring ac- 
curacy; and no courtly gentleman or 
refined lady can fail of conformity to 
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Paul’s injunctions on this subject with- 
out falling short of the proper standards 
of politeness. 

Paul’s exhibit of the power and 
beauty of Christian love, in the thir- 
teenth chapter of his First Letter to the 
Corinthians, has been often pointed to 
as a description of refined courtesy; that 
courtesy without which all other qual- 
ities in man or woman fail to win the 
hearts of others, and which “vaunteth 
not itself, is not puffed up, doth not be- 
have itself unseemly, seeketh not her 
own, is not easily provoked, thinketh 
no evil.” A similar view might fairly 
be taken of Paul’s words to the Philip- 
pian Christians, where he urges them to 
be on the plane of Christlike courtesy, 
doing nothing through “strife or vain- 
glory; but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves. 
Look not every man on his own things, 
but every man also on the things of 
others.” 

This injunction is by no means to be 
limited to a demand. for unattainable 
humility and self-forgetfulness on the 
part of a Christian believer; it actually 
prescribes the unvarying duty of the true 
gentleman and the true lady in all so- 
cial and business intercourse, in or out 
of the Church of Christ. The highest 
courtesy is sure to recognize the rela- 
tive superiority of every person with 
whom one has to do, in that person’s 
immediate sphere; not merely the equal- 
ity, but for the time being the superior- 
ity, of that person. And just ‘here is 
where so many, who would fain be 
counted refined and courteous,. prove 
themselves lacking in true gentility. 

All admit that they are bound to give 
deference to those who are unmistak- 
stably their superiors; but not all are 
ready to admit that everybody with 
whom they are brought into social inter- 
course or personal relations is their su- 
perior. In fact, there are those who 
pride themselves on letting it be seen 
that they do not feel themselves inferior 
to others, especially to those who are 
looked up to in the community for their 
social standing, or their intellect, or their 
good works, or their acquired possessions 
of any kind. They- want it to be under- 
stood that they are quite the equals, if 
not the superiors, of those whom peo- 
ple generally look up to, and who, per- 
haps, may be supposed to count them- 
selves decidedly dbove the average. 
And in this violation of the precept of 
Paul such persons inevitably violate a 
canon of true politeness, and preve to 
all who observe them that they claim 
for themselves a position to which they 
are not fairly entitled. 

Indeed, it may safely be said that in 
no way do persons, even in what are 
called the better classes of society or 
the higher walks of life, give surer evi- 
dence of their lack of gentility, than by 
their effort to show that they are not a 
whit inferior to those who are about 
them; for whoever has the spirit of 
courtesy—which is inseparable from 
true gentility—is sure to be forgetful of 
self, and thoughtful of others, in all deal- 
ings with persons of any station or 
grade of the world’s classifying; above 
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them, below them, or by their side. 

But how can it be that everyone is 
the superior of every other? And if it 
is impossible that this should be, why 
should one of us feel bound always to 
count himself the inferior? There need 
be no trouble on this score. Everyone 
is, in his time and place, the superior 
of anyone with whom he is brought into 
any proper relations; hence everyone is 
in a sense our superior, and deserves our 
courteous recognition as such. If, for 
example, the President of the United 
States should stop, on Pennsylvania 
Avenue, to have a street bootblack 
polish his boots, then, for the time being, 
that bootblack would be the chief actor 
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in the interview. It would be for the 
bootblack to inform the President where 
to rest his foot; and it would be for the 
President to conform to the bootblack’s 
wise suggestion—to put his foot on the 
bootblack’s box, and not on the boot- 
black’s head. And if the President did 
not show a proper deference to that 
bootblack, in the bootblack’s sphere and 
hour, did not indicate by his speech and 
bearing that he recognized his tempo- 
rary dependence on the _ bootblack’s 
skilled service, he would so far show 
himself to lack one of the essential 
qualities of the first gentleman of the 
Republic. If, on the other hand, that 
(Continued on page 465) 








NoTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


To Whom Should We Pray? 


Two devoted members of my family 
have different views concerning the 
Holy Spirit in this one aspect only: 
one believes that in prayer the Holy 
Spirit may be addressed directly, in 
petition that He will interpret and 
apply to us the Scriptures as we read; 
for instance, in family devotions (or 
any other time, for that matter). The 
other believes that only our Father 
or the Lord Jesus should be addressed 
directly, in any case. 

These two alternate in reading the 
Scriptures and leading the family in 
prayer morning and evening. They 
both, before reading, bow and ask for 
guidance in reading with understand- 
ing. One addresses the request to the 
Holy Spirit direct; the other addresses 
“Our Father” or “Lord Jesus.” Are 
both in order, or is it improper to 
petition the Holy Spirit direct, as per- 
son to person?—A North Carolina 
Reader. 


“What saith the scripture?” (Rom. 4: 
3.) 

The Lord Jesus said: “After this man- 
ner therefore pray ye: Our Father 
which art in heaven .. .” (Matt. 6:9); 
“Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 
my name, he will give it you” (John 
16:23). He often addressed His Father 
in prayer; for example, “I thank thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, be- 
cause thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes” (Matt. 11:25); “Fa- 
ther, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, 
that thy Son also may glorify thee” 
(John.17:1). 

The Apostle Paul made request. for 
the Ephesians to “the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory” (Eph. 
1:17); and wrote to them, “For this 
cause I bow my knees unto the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ” (3:14). To 
the Colossians he wrote, “We give 
thanks to God and the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for 
you” (1:3). 

“Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our 
infirmities: for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought: but the 
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us 
with groanings which cannot be uttered” 
(Rom. 8: 26). 


So, by precept and example, Scripture 
shows that we should address our 
prayers to God, the Father, in the name 
of His Son, and in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Apparently there is no 
prohibition of prayers addressed to 
Christ or the Holy Spirit, and since both 
are members of the Trinity, it seems un- 
likely that God would not hear a prayer 
addressed to either one by a humble, 
sincere believer. 

A careful examination of the follow- 
ing books confirms the opinion that 
prayer should be addressed to God the 
Father in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Only in a few instances is Jesus 
addressed directly; and, in the rare 


‘cases where the Spirit is addressed, all 


three persons of the Trinity are men- 
tioned in the same prayer. While it is 
quite true that these writings are not 
inspired, yet they were prepared by de- 
vout men with a thorough kno 
the Bible. The books 

“The Devotions of Bishop 
translated from the Gree 
Henry Newman (first pub! 
in 1920 by The Society for 
tion of Christian Knowl 
lation was made from the 
of the Greek devotions of 
lot Andrewes). They ha 
mended by Dr. W. Gra 
England. 

“The Book of Common 
Protestant Episcopal 
United States of Ame 

“The Book of Common 

















Reformed Episcopal ‘in = the 
United States of Ameri 

“John Wesley’s pray ted by 
Frederick C. Gill (A Press, 
Nashville 2, $1.50; re in the 


Times June 14, 1952). 

“Devotions and Prayers of John Wes 
ley,” compiled and edited by Donald B 
Demaray (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $1.50; reviewed in the 
Trm_Es Feb. 22, 1958). 

Several other books on prayer by 
well-known writers were also examined, 
with the same _ result. Among thes 
were works by Andrew Murray, Charles 
A. Blanchard, E. M. Bounds, and @ 
Granger Fleming. 
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The Bible the First Choice of Theodore Roosevelt 


His constant use of it in public and private 


there is an isolated spot which once 


G ‘there is an in the State of Maine 
“Bible Point.” 


was called It was 


so named because Theodore Roosevelt, ; 


26th President of the United States, the 
centennial of whose birth is now being 
celebrated nationally, secluded himself 
there during his camping trips in order 
to read and study the Book. He was 
just eighteen years of age when he 
created that “Bible Point” retreat. 

Everywhere that Teddy went the Bi- 
ble was sure to go. He loved it, knew it, 
quoted it, and encouraged its use every 
chance he got. 

Everybody knew that President Roos- 
evelt had a wide acquaintance with the 
Scriptures. Observers of the American 
scene are hard put to name any other 
public man who made as much use of 
Bible texts and examples as Teddy did. 
Many of his letters (there are 150,000 of 
them) contain Biblical references. His 
conversations and public addresses were 
generously sprinkled with, Scriptural 
language. No wonder the Harvard Re- 
publican Club presented him with a 
richly bound copy of the Book when he 
became President, a gift he highly 
prized and kept ever afterward on his 
library desk in his home at Sagamore 
Hill, Oyster Bay, Long Island. 


A One-Verse Sermon 

In Chicago one Sunday during a polit- 
ical campaign, Mr. Roosevelt went to 
church, as was his custom. The pastor, 


‘ recognizing his presence, asked him to 


Speak. Teddy quoted the text, “Be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers only” 
(Jas. 1:22). That’s all there was to his 
speech, and we're told that those Chi- 
cago worshipers remembered his one- 
verse sermon long after they had for- 
gotten the well-prepared message of 
their preacher. 

The purser of an American ship sail- 
ing from England was once asked 
whether he would permit a service of 
worship to be held for the immigrants 
on board. Telling the story, the purser 
Said: “It wasn’t a minister, but a lay- 
man who asked for the privilege. And 
when the appointed time came that lay- 
man took his own Bible, read several 
passages from it, prayed in three lan- 
guages, and then spoke to the immi- 
grants about America, giving them some 
advice as to their future careers in this 
country. Who was that layman? He 
once had been President of the United 
States—Theodore Roosevelt.” 

Whether he did or not on that occa- 
sion, Teddy was able to read the Bible 
in Greek. In his day it was more popu- 
lar for church members to bring their 
copies of the Book with them to Sunday 
worship than it is now. Members of 
Grace Reformed Church in Washington, 
D. C., where Mr. Roosevelt was a com- 





In a series of articles on George 
Washington in The Sunday School 
Times many years ago (Feb., 1932), 
Dr. Charles Ernest Scott said: “To 
Washington’s widowed mother, Mary 
Ball Washington, must be given 
great credit, that, by her example 
and teaching, she developed in her 
young son the remarkable qualities 
that became apparent in his adult 
years,—the influence upon the youth 
of family prayers, twice a day, and 
the regular reading of Scripture con- 
nected therewith, was of incalcula- 
ble importance. . . . Like many oth- 
ers of our great men, Washington 
was a diligent reader of the Bible. 
. . - His custom was to go to his 
library at four o’clock in the morn- 
ing for his devotions.” 

Theodore Roosevelt, one of our 
greatest presidents, also gave a high 
place in his life to the Bible. The 
Rev. Mr. Oleweiler is pastor of the 
Grace Reformed Church, _Washing- 
ton, D. C., which was the church 
that Theodore Roosevelt attended. 








municant member during his years in 
the White House, still vividly recall how 
he would follow the pastor’s reading of 
the Gospel lesson from his own copy of 
the Greek New Testament, which he 
regularly brought along to church with 
him. 

When he graciously accepted his sis- 
ter’s generous offer to furnish a library 
for his African trip, Mr. Roosevelt made 
it clear to her that the Bible was to be 
first choice. Commenting on the inci- 
dent, his sister, Mrs. Corinne Robinson, 
said her brother counted the Bible a 
literary masterpiece he couldn’t do 
without. He read it for inspiration and 
consolation. He believed it packed tre- 
mendous transforming power. It fur- 
nished the impetus and guidance for 
making the world a better place in 
which to live. It developed good taste 
in reading. 


A Regular Childhood Practice 

Bible reading was a regular and rev- 
erential practice of Teddy’s childhood. 
He began to memorize the Scripture 
when he was three years old. He taught 
his own children to do likewise. But he 
condemned severely :the disagreeable 
custom, which became popular in some 


. families, of punishing children by mak- 


ing them commit long passages to mem- 
ory. He cautioned parents against this 
practice, saying that “some splendid and 
lofty poem or prophecy is forever after- 
ward associated in the child’s mind with 
an uncomfortable feeling of disgrace.” 
He believed that no surer method of 
making a child revolt against the won- 
derful beauty and truth of the Bible 
could be devised. 





By ROBERT W. OLEWEILER 


Parents should present the Bible in 
the most favorable light. They should 
take the time necessary to tell Bible 
stories to their children, encouraging 
them to use their imaginations but not 
giving them false impressions. 

Teddy’s public utterances on this 
theme were frequent and emphatic. By 
way of illustration he used to relate the 
incident involving a certain pastor’s 
grandson, who was afraid to enter his 
grandfather’s church when no one was 
around. Close questioning of the little 
fellow revealed that he had heard his 
grandfather repeat the text, “The zeal 
of thine house hath eaten me up” (Psa. 
69:9; John 2:17); and the young boy 
was sure that “zeal” was some kind of 
man-eating monster who lived in 
churches and would catch him if un- 
protected. 

Maintaining that the language of the 
King James translation of the Bible was 
superb in its Anglo-Saxon simplicity, 
Mr. Roosevelt considered it unnecessary 
for the most part to explain the simple 
stories to children. “They understand 
readily the lessons that are taught 
therein,” he = said. To those who 
doubted this, he would recommend the 
story of the Prodigal Son and other of 
Jesus’ parables and the Twenty-third 
Psalm, in which, he pointed out, there’s 
not a word a child cannot understand. 


His Concern That Children Be Taught 


There can be no doubt that President 
Roosevelt was anxious that all children 
be taught the Bible. For instance, those 
he’d chance to meet en route to Grace 
Church in Washington (he _ usually 
walked to Sunday worship from the 
White House and back again, a distance 
of nine blocks) he would ask whether 
they attended Sunday school anywhere 
and were reading their Bibles. If they 
answered No, he would suggest Grace 
Sunday School where, he reminded 
them, they would be given a Bible if 
they didn’t already have one. 

At the farewell reception that Grace 
Church members tendered President 
Roosevelt, he shook hands and bid good- 
by to each person present. When the 
George Schmidt family, which included 
four boys ranging from six to twelve 
years of age, approached, Mr. Roosevelt, 
patting each boy on the head, said, “See 
that you read and study your Bible and 
you'll grow up and stay. the fine boys 
you are.” 

Mr. Roosevelt was unique among chief 
executives of our nation in that he was 
invited to deliver a course of lectures 
on the Bible and religion at the Pacific 
Theological Seminary, Berkeley, Calif., 
in the spring of 1911. In that series he 
underscored the fact that “if a man is 
not familiar with the Bible he has suf- 
fered a loss which he had better make 
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all possible haste to correct.” And when 
he spoke to the Methodist Brotherhood 
at Oyster Bay, Long Island, on the sub- 
ject of Christian love, the outline he 
used for his presentation contained 
nothing else but this series of Bible ref- 
erences: Ist Corinthians 13; Matthew 7: 
1, 16; 25:37-40; and James 1:27; 3:17, 18; 
4:2. One doubts that even among our 
present-day preachers many could be 
found who depend on nothing more 
than such an outline for their presenta- 
tion. 

Teddy was particularly thrilled about 
the success the Christian missionary ef- 
fort had in making the Bible the com- 
mon ground of belitf. When he had 
occasion to mention his African trip, he 
would invariably single out the native 
kingdom of Uganda, where the govern- 
ment was in the hands of Christians, 
and say, “The Good Book was the most 
precious gift the white man had brought 
with him to them.” 

How impressed he probably would 
have been to learn that during World 
War II seven United States Navy fliers, 
forced down on a Japanese-occupied 
South Sea island, not only were shel- 
tered by Christian natives, but were by 
them converted and received from them 
first of all a copy of the Holy Bible. 

During World War I, at the invitation 
of the American Bible Society, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt paraphrased his favorite 
text (Mic. 6:8) as an inscription for the 
copies of the New Testament that were 
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given by the Society to the GI’s going 
to the front. The inscription follows: 

“The teachings of the New Testament 
are foreshadowed in Micah’s_ verse: 
‘What more doth the Lord require of 
thee than to do justice, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God.’ 

“Do justice; and therefore fight val- 
iantly against the armies of Germany 
and Turkey, for these nations in this 
crisis stand for the reign of Moloch and 
Beelzebub on this earth. 

“Love mercy; treat prisoners well; 
succor the wounded; treat every woman 
as if she were your sister; care for the 
little children, and be tender with the 
old and helpless. 

“Walk humbly; you will do so if you 
study the life and teachings of the Sav- 
ior. 

“May the God of Justice and Mercy 


_ have you in His keeping.” 


Presidertt Roosevelt believed the Bi- 
ble to be the cornerstone of our national 
life. A knowledge of the Book is indis- 
pensable to anyone who would under- 
stand the genius of America and who 
would be equipped to defend and per- 
petuate true Americanism. “I enter a 
most earnest plea,” he once said, “that 
in our hurried and rather bustling life 
of today, we do not lose the hold that 
our forefathers had upon the Holy Bi- 
ble.” Certainly that plea isn’t out of 
date! 

WasHINcTon, D. C. 


The Two Auca Women Visit Guayaquil 


Seeing the sights in the principal port of Ecuador 


AST Tuesday morning we caught the 
7.30 bus out of here for Banos. 
Mintaka and Mankamu were all spruced 
up in new dresses (their first—they’ve 
been wearing Quichua outfits, skirt and 
blouse). They took the bus ride philo- 
sephically, but must have wondered 
when it was going to end. After a two- 
hour wait in Banos, where a few people 
recognized who they were, we got an- 
other bus for Riobamba. There we 
were met by Beth Dillworth in a jeep, 
and driven up to Colta to spend the 
night. Colta is 11,000 feet high, and 
cold. They had a fireplace, so M. & M. 
curled up in front of it and endured the 
night. J 
Wednesday we got on the train for 
Guayaquil. The train is something like 
the pictures I remember in our child- 
hood story of “the little engine that 
could.” It came screaming, chuffing, 
lurching down the track, clattered to a 
halt while we got the women on, and 


then started forward as we were led : 


through the whole length of it in search 
of four seats together. (Did I say that 
Mardelle was along?) It was a: little 


terrifying to M. & M. to jump across the 
couplings between cars, but they fol- 
lowed me giggling. The train stops at 
every adobe hut, it seems, as it climbs 
even higher to cross the desolate, frigid 


From a letter from BETTY ELLIOT 


paramo. Then it begins to wind 
through violent canyons so deep the 
train gets rather dark inside. At one 
point the grade is so steep down what 
is called the “Devil’s Nose” that the 
train has to back up on a Z formation 
of track. Then it begins dropping down 
through warmer country, vegetation 
takes the place of black sand and 
lichen-covered rocks, and the houses are 
bamboo instead of adobe. We stopped 
for lunch at a filthy little place called 
Guigra (pronounced Wee-gra) where I 
bought chicken, corn-on-the-cob, and 
hard-boiled eggs for M. & M. Women 
come yelling to the windows of the train 
with this ware, and thrust it through, 
passengers leaning over one another, 
spilling the soup on others’ laps as they 
pass it through, etc. It is all very con- 
genial and gay. The suitcase racks 
overhead are full of cardboard boxes, 
baskets with burlap covers sewed on, 
sacks, flower pots, etc. 

At 4.30 we screeched into the town of 
Duran, a stinking little mudhole set in 
the flats of the Guayas River. Here we 
got on a launch along with several hun- 
dred other moist and frantic people, and 
crossed to Guayaquil, where Abe Dyck 
met us at the dock and took us in his 
Mercedes-Benz to the home of the Tall- 
mans. 
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Next day we took the women to the 
market. This was the high light of the 
trip. All that food! I’m sure they won- 
dered who in the world would eat it al 
before it spoiled. Bananas are stacked 
house-high in that place, and the fish— 
oh, the fish! Mankamu was ecstatic. I 
let them choose what they wanted. 
They took crayfish and a bundle of 
crabs, which they let loose in the back 
patio when we got home, and toasted 
one by one over the kerosene stove as 
they needed them. Eight reporters con- 
verged on the house, and next day 
turned out articles in all the Guayaquil 
papers, with such headlines as, “Two 
Witnesses to the Massacre of the Five 
Missionaries Visit City,” etc. 

Mardelle, Val [Betty’s three-year-old 
daughter], and I had some delightful 
meals out, while M. & M. were content to 
remain at home with their fish. We 
shopped, rode an escalator in a depart- 
ment store, took Val on a merry-go- 
round (no, M. & M. did not go on that 
one!), ate ice cream in a nice new place. 
Abe took us all over in his car, brought 
fish to M. & M., and was a great help to 
us in general. On Thursday night he 
brought the Auca movie over and 
showed it to M. & M. It was the first 
time they’d seen it.: Mintaka, as one 
would expect, was unmoved, though the 
pictures of herself laughing with Jim 
[Elliot] brought a few snickers. Man- 
kamu seemed to take it in, and talked 
continually, while we made a tape si- 
multaneously with the movie. I had 
made a tape that afternoon, trying to 
get her to talk about the sights she had 
seen in the city. Almost the whole trip 
down on bus, train, and ferry was in 
silence. Neither she nor Min had made 
any comment. I am not sure I suc- 
ceeded in getting much on tape either, 
as the usual theme came up again 
(spears, killing, spears, blood, killing). 

We left at dawn on Saturday morning. 
This time a great many more people 
recognized them, having seen their pic- 
tures in the paper, and the train was 
mobbed at every stop. I forgot to men- 
tion that one newspaper had published 
the street address where we were, and 
from noon till 10 o’clock at night crowds 
howled outside, “Bring them out! Bring 
them out!” I did several times, but of 
course new people kept coming. M. & 
M. take it quite casually, though they 
are fully aware that they are the object 
of the excitement. They whisper to me: 
“They are laughing at us. They are say- 
ing ‘Auca’ to us. We hear.” 

At 9 am. the train came to a land- 
slide, so we sat for three hours while it 
was cleared away. It was an immense 
jumble of rocks, some of them the size 
of a house, where landslides are an al- 
most daily occurrence. We took what 
is called the Autoferro back up to Colta, 
as it is much faster and more comfort- 
able than a train. It is a single Diesel 
car. Got there by 4, spent the night, 
and came down by bus on Sunday. 
There is at last a tunnel ‘on this Shell 
Mera road, where we always had to 
ride a cable car or walk over the hill 
(45 minutes of hiking). The tunnel is 
not finished completely, so it is opem 








SEFECR & 


our s' 


starte 
the a 
Hube: 
give r 

Ton 
had ; 
two § 
that « 
silent 


questi 
that ; 
talk t 


- “Ol 


“Fir 
ing : 
Pump: 
withir 
one ti 
uncle 

“No 
mothe 

Tor 





the 
the 
n- 


0- 


ht 


“S393 Pim & oo 


Pe rors ss & 





+ Lesson for July 6 


only on — and from 11 p.m. to 
5 am. We had walked over the hill go- 
ing up, but were able to drive through 
the tunnel coming home. This tickled 
M. & M. At one place the river was in 
flood, where it runs over the road, and 
it was a little exciting. for a while there, 
getting through. The driver made all 
passengers except us four get out and 
walk a cable bridge. The truck bobbed 
and jerked so much getting through the 
flood that one man’s suitcase fell off 
and went*over the falls. He wept and 
carried on, said it contained ten suits 
and four blankets that he was going to 
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sell. “Give the man two sucres and tell 
him to shut up,” was the driver’s order 
to the conductor. (Yes, trucks have con- 
ductors in this country.) We got in 
here about 5, and I’m sure M. & M. were 
delighted to be “home” again. 

I hope this is my last trip out of 
Shandia with them for some time now. 
I am convinced they would rather stay 
put, but I felt the trip to Guayaquil was 
very important; in case some time they 
decide to go home to their people, they 
will be able to tell them something of 
the outside world. 


SHANDIA, ECUADOR. 


Does Every Pupil Understand? 


Using a vocabulary that will convey your meaning 


TEN-YEAR-OLD boy timidly ap- 
A proached the clerk in a five-and- 
ten-cent stote. He handed her a pack- 
age saying, “Here’s the batteries I 
bought this morning. They don’t fit my 
flashlight.” 

“Do you want to select other batter- 
ies?” asked the young lady. 

“No, ma’am.” 

“Oh, then you want a refund.” 

“No, ma’am. I just want my quarter 
back.” 

The incident served to remind me to 
keep my vocabulary simple and under- 
standable in teaching children. Spir- 
itual terms we use frequently may not 
be understood, particularly by children 
who have attended Sunday school infre- 
quently or not at all. Joe Huber, a 
teacher of Junior boys, knew this, but 
it came more forcibly to his attention 
one Sunday morning. 

Just as the bell rang signifying the 
close of the class period, Joe was say- 
ing, “‘All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the Lord hath laid on 
him [on Jesus] the iniquity [the sins] 
of us all’ (Isa. 53:6). So let us confess 
our sins to Jesus and give our hearts to 
Him.” 

Joe prayed briefly, and the boys 
started to file from the classroom into 
the auditorium—all but Tommy. “Mr. 
Huber,” he said, “Mr. Huber, how can I 
give my heart to Jesus?” 

Tommy Barnes was a new pupil who 
had attended the school for the past 
two Sundays. Joe swallowed the lump 
that came to his thrdat. Breathing a 
silent prayer, he said, “Tommy, I spoke 
to my boys a month ago about the very 
question you ask. I’m sorry. I forgot 
that you weren’t here then. I'll just 
talk to you as I did to them. O.K.?” 
- “O.K.,” Tommy said and smiled: 

“First, I want to say we are not talk- 
ing about your physical heart that 
Pumps blood, but of another heart 
within you that can think and decide, 
one that can be good or bad, clean or 
unclean—your spiritual heart. 

“Now, Tommy, do you love your 
mother?” 

Tommy’s eyes widened. Joe smiled. 


By JAMES E. ADAMS 


“I have a reason for asking you, 
Tommy.” 

“I sure do, Mr. Huber.” 

“Why?” 

“Oh, because she gets my meals, 
washes my clothes, and—and—” 

“Would you love her if she was sick 
and couldn’t do those things for you?” 

“Oh, yes.” 

“So, whether she was able to’ work 
for you or not, you'd still love her. 
Why?” 

“Because she’s Mom. 
that’s all.” 

“In other words, Tommy, you can’t 
explain exactly why you love yo 
mother.” : 

“That’s right, Mr. Huber.” i 

“Tommy, that love (you don’t know 
how or why it’s there) comes from your 
heart, the heart you should give to 
Jesus.” 

“Mr. Huber, before I started to come 
to Sunday school, I used to feel I should. 
I didn’t know why I felt that way, but 
I did.” 

“That’s what I’m talking about, 
Tommy. That feeling came from your 
heart. And I believe that Jesus put it 
there.” 

“Now, have you ever disobeyed 
Mother? Have you ever done something 
she told you not to do?” 

The little fellow was silent for a mo- 
ment. “Yes, Mom said it wasn’t warm 
enough yet to go in my bare feet, but I 
did.” 

“This time when you disobeyed, or 
perhaps some other time, did you try 
to escape punishment by telling a ‘fib’?” 

“I told Mom I didn’t take my shoes 
off.” 

“You told her a lie?” 

- we 

“Why?” 

“So she wouldn’t whip me.” 

“But didn't you know Mother would 
probably learn the truth sooner or 
later?” 

“Guess I did. Mom always finds out.” 

“Then, why did you lie?” 

“I don’t know. I—I did it before I 
thought.” 

“Tommy, that disobedience and lying 
that you didn’t plan in your mind was 


I—I just would, 
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from your heart, too. You can’t explain 
it either. It is sin. So, you see when I 
ask you to give your heart to Jesus, I 
am asking you to turn those desires over 
to Him—to give Jesus that ‘want to’ in- 
side of you, the ‘want to’ love and do 
good, the ‘want to’ disobey and lie and 
sin.” 

Joe leaned forward. “You can pray 
saying, ‘Oh, Jesus, I want to give You 
my heart. Come into my heart and 
cause me to love You as I do Mother. 
Cause me to love the Bible, to always 
love Sunday school and church. Take 
from my heart the ‘want to’ disobey 
and lie and do evil. Forgive me, Lord 
Jesus, of all my sins.’” 

There were tears in Tommy’s eyes as 
Joe continued: “When you offer your 
heart to Jesus, then He feels free and 
welcome to come in and take away 
your sins and evil desires. Then, you 
will want to do good. Have I made it 
clearer to you, Tommy?” 

“Yes, Mr. Huber.” 

“Do you want to give your heart to 
Jesus now—to confess your sins, and 
ask Him to come in?” 

“Yes, I do.” 

So, Joe and Tommy knelt together 
there in the Sunday school room. A 
little lamb entered the fold—entered be- 
cause he understood. 


CHAMBERSBURG, Pa. 
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Giving Others Due Deference 
(Continued from second page) 


bootblack, “drest in a little brief author- 
ity,” should pride himself on his tem- 
porary superiority to the President, and 
so fail to show due deference—not ab- 
ject servility, but manly deference—to 
the Chief Magistrate of the nation, he 
would evidence his lack of an essential 
quality of a good bootblack. And so 
all the way up and down in the social 
scale of life; each should be prompt to 
esteem the other better than himself— 
in the other’s fitting and timely sphere. 

Those who are most familiar with the 
ways of the world know that the truest 
lady is always the most considerate of 
her servants, and that the hardest mis- 
tress is one who is little, if any, above 
her servants—and not quite sure that 
they recognize the small difference there 
is; also, that the most difficult persons 
to get along with in ordinary social in- 
tercourse are those who are in doubt 
about their own social standing, or who 
question whether those about them 
understand how good a position they 
deserve. A true gentleman, or a true 
lady, at a hotel table, is the last person 
there to make outspoken complaint of 
the waiters. In any public conveyance, 
or place of public assembling, the meas- 
ure of any person’s real gentility is 
quickest shown by the deference given 
by that person to others there; not by 
the deference claimed or expected there 
from others. Indeed, there is no way of 
commanding deference from others, like 
rendering deference to others; and there 


(Continued on page 472) 
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International Uniform Lesson ‘ 





LESSON 1. 


JULY 6. THE JUSTICE AND MERCY OF GOD 


Deuteronomy 6; 10:12 to 11:1; Psalm 145; Micah 6:6-8; Romans 5:6-11; printed text, Deuteronomy 
10:12-15, 17 to 11:1; Romans 5:6-11 


Golden Text.—But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his right- 
eousness unto children’s children.—Psa. 103:17 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Deut..10:12 And now, Israel, what doth the Lorp thy God 
require of thee, but to fear the Lorp thy God, to walk in all 
his ways, and to love him, and to serve the Lorp thy God 
with all thy heart and with all thy soul, 

13 To keep the commandments of the Lorp, and his statutes, 
which I command thee this day for thy good? 

14 Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the 
Lorp’s thy God, the earth also, with all that therein is. 

15 Only the Lorp had a delight in thy fathers to love them, 
and he chose their seed after them, even you above all peo- 
ple, as it is this day. 


17 For the Lorp your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, 
a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not 
persons, nor taketh reward: 

18 He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and 
widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him food and rai- 

_ ment. 

19 Love ye therefore the stranger: for ye were strangers 
in the land of Egypt. 

20 Thou shalt fear the Lorp thy God; him shalt thou serve, 
and to him shalt thou cleave, and swear by his name. 

21 He is thy praise, and he is thy God, that hath done for 


s s 


thee these great and terrible things, which thine eyes have 
seen. 

22 Thy fathers went down into Egypt with threescore and 
ten persons; and now the Lorp thy God hath made thee as the 
stars of heaven for multitude. 

Chap. 11:1 Therefore thou shalt love the Lorp thy God, and 
keep his charge, and his statutes, and his judgments, and his 
commandments, always. 


Rom. 5:6 For when we. were yet without strength, in due 
time Christ died for the ungodly. 

7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet per- 
adventure for a good man some would even dare to die. 

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we 
shall be saved from wrath through him. 

10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we 
shall be saved by his life. 

11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atone- 
ment. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 
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seed ... above all people...” The self- 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

UR theme this quarter is “Princi- 
O ples of Social Justice.” During 

the next few weeks we shall 
study in detail several aspects of justice 
at the human level. But first it is essen- 
tial to discover, analyze, and understand 
the Scriptural foundation upon which 
the superstructure of man’s humanity 
to man is built. 

This foundation is the person and at- 
tributes of the living God. Any human- 
itarianism divdrced from these is van- 
ity. The springs of ‘true morality, the 
source of genuine ethics, the fountain 
of charity and benevolence are invari- 
ably and forever in God. 

Horizontal attitudes and relationships 
—a man’s dealings with his neighbor— 
depend upon his vertical relationship 
to God. A diver working on the ocean 
floor will be effective only as his lifeline 
to the air above is maintained. Social 
justice will be achieved ohly as man 
acknowledges, adores, and obediently 
emulates his God. 

That such justice does not widely pre- 
vail today is not the fault of the Al- 
mighty. Right is often on. the scaffold 
and wrong on the throne because by 
nature man’s heart is rebellious: he re- 
fuses to recognize the authority of God, 
and the Devil encourages him in his 
disobedience. 

Social justice will reign only when 


this distressing situation is rectified, 
when Satan is bound (Rev. 20:2), and 
Christ Jesus, Armageddon’s victor, rules 
(Rev. 19:21; 20:4, 6). But until that 
day Christians are not to stand idly 
and placidly by, observing the widening 
inroads of fnjustice and inequity. True, 
they are in the world but not of it. Yet, 
as the salt of the earth (Matt. 5:13), 
they are to exert an influence for right- 
eousness on their contemporary culture. 


Verse by Verse 


Deut. 10:12.—“. . . what doth the Lord 
thy God require ... but to fear... to 
walk ... to love... to serve the, Lord 


thy God...” The primary requirement 
is fear of, and love for, God. This is not 
abject, cringing terror, but loving ‘awe 
which ascribes honor and dignity to the 
Almighty. It governs a man’s conduct 
and determines his service. 


Verse 13.—“‘To keep the commandments 
of the Lord, and his statutes...” That is, 
to observe obediently and preserve 
faithfully both the divine moral code 
and its detailed specifications. 


Verse 14—*“. . . the heaven and the 
heaven of heavens is the Lorda’s thy 
God, the earth also...” We are dealing 
with the sovereign God, maker® and thus 
possessor of Heaven and earth (Gen. 14: 
19). “Heaven” may refer to the level 
of clouds, er stars and constellations. 
“Heaven of heavens” suggests the head- 
quarters of God Himself. 


Verse 15.—“. .. the Lord had a delight 
in thy fathers . .. and he chose their 


existent creator and sustainer of the 
universe did not need man, but His lov- 
ing will selected and promoted one na- 
tion, Israel. 

Verse 17.—“. . . your God is God of 
gods .. . Lord of lords... great... 
mighty ... terrible . . . regardeth not 
persons ...” No idol can compare with 
the one true God. He is the incompar- 
able Lord, sublime in greatness, solitary 
in power, the mighty victor and un- 
biased judge. Human standards of 
charity and probity are based on His 
indelible character. 

Verse 18.—“. . . execute the judgment 
of the fatherless and widow, and loveth 
the stranger .. .” These three categories 
often recur in Scripture. 
27; Hebrews 13:2. In every case depri- 
vation is involved: of father, or hus- 
band, or land. 

Verse 19.—“. . ° 
stranger: for ye were strdngers ... 
The key word is “therefore.” Kindness 
to strangers depends upon the nature of 
God, whose love feaches to those de- 
prived of homeland; and upon Israel’s 
own sad experience as sojourners in 


Love ye therefore the 


” 


Egypt. 
Verse 20.—“Thou shalt fear the Lord 
. serve... cleave... swear by his 
name.” No pagan deity, no competing 


shrine must be permitted to take God’s 
place in Israel’s adoration, service, oF 
devotion. Any oath of confirmation 
should acknowledge the existence and 
worth of God. But compare Matthew 


See James 1:, 
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§:34-37. Use is one thing; abuse is an- 
other. 

Verse 21—“. . . thy praise . - . thy God 
_.,. hath done for thee . . . thine eyes 
have seen.” Israel should render praise 
to God because He was uniquely related 
to them and had marvelously delivered 
them. How much more should believers 
today adore their God! 


Verse 22—“Thy fathers went down 
. threescore and ten persons; and 
now ... as the stars of heaven...” 
Preservation and multiplication were 
demonstrable proof of God’s personal 
concern for Israel. (Cf. Gen. 46:27 with 
Gen. 15:5.) The course of history dem- 
onstrates the faithfulness of God. 


Deut. 11:1.—“Therefore thou shalt love 
... and keep his charge .. . alway.” No 
division between chapters 10 and 11 ex- 
ists in the original. The “therefore” is 
again crucial. The selection of Israel 
and her continuance in the loving plan 
of God were a challenge to reciprocal, 
enduring love. “Keeping the charge” 
suggests the liturgical function of priests 
and Levites of a later day. See, for ex- 
ample, 1 Chronicles 23:32. The obe- 
dience God requires is devoted as well 
as meticulous. 

Rom. 5:6.—“. . . we were yet without 
strength ... in due time Christ died for 
the ungodly.” We were totally unable 
to work out our own salvationy Jesus’ 
atoning death occurred in “due” time, 
ie, when the longsuffering of God had 
come to its énd. 


Verse 7.—“. . . scarcely for a righteous 
man... for a good man some would 
even dare ...” Few ordinary mortals 


would sacrifice their lives even for their 
worthy fellow men; although, of course, 
occasionally martyr spirits appear even 
at the human level. 


Verse 8.—“But God commendeth his 
love . . . while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” At Calvary God 
“commended” the love principle to sin- 
hers; sunistesin, “commend,” implies 
“introducing,” as well as “establishing” 
(Rom. 3:5) and “recommending” (Rom. 
16:1). Jesus’ death was on behalf of 
sinners. His atonement transcended any 
merely human sacrificial act. 

Verse 9.—“Much more . . . justified by 
his blood . . . saved from wrath .. .” 
The outpoured blood of Christ is the 
basis of the believer’s acceptance as 
righteous by God and also the basis for 
his deliverance from the (original) 
wrath which the Almighty will pour 
out some day upon the apostate earth. 
A comparison of Romans 1:18 with this 
verse is rewarding. 


Verse 10.—“. . . we were enemies, we 
were reconciled ... by the death... we 
shall be saved by his life.” The cross 
Teconciles an alienated man and propi- 
tiates a* holy God. Enmity yields to 
Teunion. The Greek reads, “saved in 
his life.’ The believer is mystically 
united with the risen Christ and walks 
in newness of life. See John 14:19. 


Verse 11—“. . . we also joy ... our 
Lord Jesus Christ ... we have now re- 
“Atonement” is 
We 


ceived the atonement.” 
in the original. 


“reconciliation” 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13. June 29.—A Spokesman for God. 
1 Samuel 2:12 to 3:21 
Next Week’s Lesson 
13.—Social Justice and the 


Matthew 5:13.48; 23:23- 
26; Luke 9:51-56 


2. July 
Gospel. 








were estranged from God. We received 
Christ as Saviour. Now a song of joy 
floods our souls. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The combination of Old Testament 
and New Testament passages is signifi- 
cant and instructive. 

When the Children of Israel were 
about to enter the Promised Land, 
Moses solemnly addressed them (see 
Deut. 1:1; 4:1; 5:1). He reminded them 
of God’s dealings with them and of their 
stubborn rebellion. He underscored the 
nature and attributes of God. He chal- 
lenged the nation to abandon her wick- 
edness and to put into'practice the eter- 
nal principles of personal virtue and 
social justice that God had decreed. 
God is just and merciful, Moses de- 
clared. He revealed His justice and 
mercy in His unfailing kindness to Israel. 
They in turn must now reveal their 
loyalty to Him in their personal con- 
duct and relationship with others. 

Paul, too, stresses the nature of God 
as loving (Rom. 5:8). The measure of 
his love was His willingness to deal with 
sinners at the level of mercy. The man- 
ifestation of His love was the death of 
His Son for the reconciliation of an 
erring world. The obvious mandate 
that now challenges redeemed man is 
to live daily to the glory of his God. 

Justice and mercy met at Calvary. 
This fact is the glory of the believer’s 
justification. Sin inevitably merits and 
must receive death: God’s justice re- 

*quires this. But divine mercy is re- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


OW many Israelites went down into 
Egypt? 

2. What attribute of God is suggested 
by the fact that He “regardeth not per- 
sons, nor taketh reward”? (Deut. 10:17.) 

3. What two motives were to prompt 
Israel to love strangers? 

4. What was our spiritual condition 
when Christ died for us? 

5. What characteristics of God were 
revealed at the cross? 

6. Is justification a divine act or a 
divine work? 

7. Does justification relate to the be- 
liever’s spiritual condition or to his 
spiritual standing before God? 

8. How is a person “saved from 
wrath?” 

9. When will the ultimate revelation 
of divine wrath upon unbelievers take 
place? 

10. What effect should the knowledge 
that we have been reconciled to God 
produce in our hearts? 


(Answers on page 472) 
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vealed in that the death believers per- 
sonally deserve was visited upon the 
Son of God. The believer is justified, 
.Le., accepted as righteous, on the basis 
of this transaction of combined justice 
and mercy. 

Men often try to humanize God and 
deify man. Both Moses and Paul bring 
us back to proper perspective. God is 
forever the Almighty. It is refreshing 
to ponder Psalm 145: 5-12. 

Our day is characterized by shallow 
ethics. Moral relativism threatens our 
culture. The Bible is explicit: morality 
and social intercourse depend upon the 
changeless nature of God. Ethical stan- 
dards are absolute. The fluctuations of 
time and circumstance cannot change 
God. Nor can they alter His will or re- 
peal His laws. Justice, integrity, and 
mercy are still divine attributes; they 
must still obtain in man’s dealings with 
man. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The declaration of God’s justice and 
mercy (Deut. 10:15, 17, 18; Rom. 5: 
8). 

2. The manifestation of God’s justice 
and mercy (Deut. 10:15, 22; Rom. 
5:8, 10). 

3. The consequence of God’s justice and 
mercy: the believer’s duty (Deut. 
10: 12, 13, 16, 19, 20; 11:1). 


Topics for Development 

Justification. This word, which in the 
Greek is dikaiosis, should be a basic 
word in the believer’s vocabulary. It is 
introduced in this lesson because no- 
where is the combination of divine at- 
tributes of justice and mercy more 
clearly indicated than when God justi- 
fied lost sinners at Calvary. It is an act 
of free grace in which God pardons all 
our sins and accepts us as righteous. 
He does this on the solitary basis of the 
atonement wrought by Christ on the 
cross. There the believer’s sins were 
laid upon the suffering Saviour, and His 
spotless, availing righteousmess was put 
to the believer’s account. 

Justification is a grand Reformation 
theme. Seen against the background of 
works of supererogation, fasting, pen- 
ances, and pilgrimages, it highlights the 
utter justice of God, emphasizes His in- 
finite mercy, and stresses man’s com- 
plete need and dependence upon divine 
grace. 

Wrath. The justice of God is absolute. 
It issues in- judgment for unrepentant 
sinners. Jesus experienced divine wrath 
in the room and stead of those who trust 
Him. We shall be “saved from wrath 
through him” (Rom. 5:9). But Christ 
rejectors may expect nothing but di- 

“vine wrath. This will be their portion 
when they ultimately stand before the 
great white throne of God (Rev. 20: 11- 
15). The book of records will be 
opened: nothing they have done will 
rescue them. The book of life will be 
scanned: their names will be sadly miss- 
ing. The inflexible justice of God will 
take its course. They have spurned His 
grace in salvation. They will experience 
His wrath: the second death in the lake 
of fire (Rev. 20:14, 15). 
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The fear of Ged. It is high time that 
an untutored generation learn that God 
is not a benevolent, irrational grand- 
father who showers His benefits indis- 
criminately and in playful fashion upon 
our easygoing, disrespectful generation. 
He is worthy to be feared: held in awful 
reverence and honor. He is indeed the 
Father of believers. But dignity, sover- 
eignty, transcendent might, and ineffable 
glory belong to Him. Let man, whose 
breath is still in his nostrils, remember 
this. 

Practical Applications 

The art of meditation is rare but re- 
warding. Take off five minutes and re- 
flect upon the person of God. Remem- 
ber who He is. The very contemplation 
of His being is exhilarating. See your- 
self, your conduct, plans, and attitudes 
toward your fellow man in the light 
of the person and presence of God. 

God translated His character into lov- 
ing deeds. Outward conduct reflects in- 
ward moods and dispositions. What 
does my daily life reveal as to my true 
nature? As fruit is to root, so is con- 
duct to.character. 

Rejoice in the perfection of Calvary. 
Understand its cosmic significance, its 
supreme revelation of justice and 
mercy, and its eternal consequences. 
Nothing is more practical than to praise 
God. Then praise Him for sending His 
Son for your salvation. And let the 
song of the redeemed which echoes in 
your soul guide and, if necessary, rad- 
ically modify your conduct. 

Be realistic and ruthlessly frank with 
yourself. Do you act at the office, at 
School, at home as one who lives in the 
loving fear of the God who reconciled 
you to Himself? 


Golden Text 


Psa. 103:17—“But the mercy of the 
Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 
upon them that fear him, and his right- 
eousness unto children’s children.” Note 
the eternal nature and perpetual flaw- 
lessness of God’s character. Then love 
and fear Him with all your heart. And 
transmit the knowledge and apprecia- 
tion of His justice .and love to others 
who may yet be strangers to Him. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And now, Israel, what doth the Lord 
thy God require of thee... ?” (Deut. 10: 
12.)—Moses is not here stating the way 
of salvation for 
preachers imagine. The words, “And 
now, Israel,” make it clear that he is 
addressing God’s earthly people, at a 
certain stage of their history. 

“And now”—after God had redeemed 
them by blood in Egypt, and by power 
at the Red Sea, and brought them as on 
eagle wings to Himself.in the wilder- 
ness, and changed them from a multi- 
tude of slaves in the house of bondage, 
to the nation of Israel on the way to 
their inheritance—it was appropriate 


sinners, as some: 
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that they understand just what it was 
that the Lord their Gee required of 
them. 

All that they were, and had, and 
hoped to be, they owed to Him—hence 
the least they could do was to fulfill 
His fivefold requirement, or demand. 

They were (1) to fear, or reverence 
Him; (2) walk in all His ways; (3) love 
Him; (4) serve Him; and (5) keep His 
commandments. It is sad to think how 
Israel failed to keep these basic re- 
quirements. 

We are thinking of a son whose par- 
ents fed, clothed, housed, educated him, 
and enriched him with an inheritance. 
All they required of him—as far as can 
be gathered—was that he honor the fam- 
ily name. But, following this world’s 
philosophy, he gave free rein to his 
lusts, and besmirched the family name. 


“To keep the commandments . . . and 
his statutes ... for thy good” (Deut. 10: 
13).—Far too many people labor under 
the delusion that commandments and 
statutes have been arbitrarily given to 
take the joy out of life. It.-is almost as 
difficult to make them believe that di- 
vine commandments have been given 
for our good as it is to make children 
believe that parental restraint is for 
their good. 

To realize the force of the expression, 
“for thy good,” one has but to imagine 
the conditions that would prevail on 
earth if there were no commandments 
against idolatry, profanity, desecration, 
disrespect toward parents, murder, adul- 
tery, theft, lying, and covetousness. 
What joy would there be in living un- 
der the reign of unrestrained wicked- 
ness? When the Lord “fences us in,” so 
to speak, it is always against that which 
is not only injurious but also destruc- 
tive. 

“Behold, the heaven’. . . is the Lord’s 

. the earth also, with all that therein 
is” (Deut. 10:14) —How many persons 
seem to delight in referring to the God 
of the Old Testament as a tribal God! 
It can be done only at the expense of 
truth. The possessor of Heaven and 
earth is a “God of gods, and Lord of 
lords, a great God, a mighty, and a 
terrible, which regardeth not persons, 
nor taketh reward [or bribes]” (v. 17). 


“Only the Lord had a delight in thy 
fathers to love them...” (Deut. 10:15). 
—Think of being loved, chosen, and ex- 
alted by such a great God! What an 
honor He conferred upon Israel! Al- 
though they have been, are being, and 
shall again be disciplined, they shall 
never cease being a nation before the 
God who chose them (Rom. 11:29). 

In this dispensation believers are 
loved by the Father, as He loves the 
Son (John 17:23); and are chosen in 
Christ Jesus (Eph. 1:4); and seated in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Eph. 
2:6); and shall be glorified with Him 
(Col. 3:4). To the Christian’s question, 
“Why, O Lord, such love to me?” the 
Lord’s answer is, “Because I love you!” 

“He ... loveth the stranger, in giving 
him food and raiment” (Deut. 10:18).— 
There are two objects of God’s love in 
this lesson: (1) the fathers of Israel (v. 
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15); and (2) the stranger. Notice the 
extent of the love of God toward the 
stranger—“in giving him food and rai- 
ment.” 

One must go on to the New Testament 
to find the fullest expression of God’s 
love: “For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son...” 
(John 3:16). 

We were strangers (Eph. 2:12); and 
for us He gave His unspeakable gift (2 
Cor. 9:15). He gave His beloved Son 
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sing 
“that we might live through him” (1 
John 4:9, 10). 

“.. when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled .. .” (Rom. 5:10).—We were 
not only strangers but enemies when 
He loved us. When we knew and be- 
lieved the love He had-to us, we threw 
down the arms of rebellion, so to speak, 
and received the atonement, or recon- 
ciliation (v. 11). 

“But the mercy of the Lord is from 
everlasting to everlasting ...” (Psa. 103: 
17) —According to His justice and right- 
eousness, He could have justly con- 
demned us because of our sins; but in 
His love and mercy, He provided the 
Saviour. 


For God so loved, He sent His well-beloved, 
His only Son, to die for you and me; 
= _— love to all the world He proved,— 
proof divine; that cannot questioned be; 
ana Senn a yw) and rose, and went to Heaven, 
God’s love and life to you and me: 
Oh, gift tnspeaxable! to be forgiven, 
And dwell with God and Christ eternally! 
—William BR. Newell 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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From*the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTeD HYMNS 


“QO Worship the King” 
“Open My Eyes That I May See” 
“Years I Spent in Vanity and Pride” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, we thank Thee 
for Thy Law and for Thy Gospel and 
that behind both is Thy love. Help us 
to fear to displease Thee, yet ever to 
remember Thou art to be trusted as 
good and kind, as the lover of our souls. 
Use this study today to help us both to 
fear and to love Thee. Guide and bless 
all leaders and teachers in the Christian 
Church and may Thy people be revived 
and strengthened to serve Thee and win 
many to the Saviour. Give good and 
wise leaders to this land and to other 
countries, that we may be led safely 
through the dangers of our times. May 
the Gospel go forth and godly and up- 
right living multiply everywhere. Be 
compassionate to the suffering and dis- 
tressed, suiting Thy mercies to each 


after his need. Forgive our sins and’ 


lead us in the way of Thy choosing, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Moses tells Israel 
in this lesson to “fear the Lord . . . and 
to love him.” How and why should peo- 
ple both fear and love God? Years ago 
the captain of an ocean vessel out at 
sea learned that a man in charge of 
some horses on board had carelessly 
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tossed a lighted match into a pile of 
straw. The captain turned pale, rushed 
down into the hold, dragged the man 
from the stalls, and put him in irons 
for the rest of the voyage. That man 
learned the hard way that the captain’s 
displeasure was to be feared. But every 
other person on board knew the captain 
was concerned for the safety of the ves- 
sel, cargo, crew, and passengers and that 
he was rightly displeased and severe. 

God, too, is concerned for the good of 
the world and all who dwell in it. Sin 
is the greatest threat to the good of our 
world. Therefore God's displeasure is 
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against sinners because God, like the 
captain, is concerned for the good of 
all. Suppose that fire had broken out 
on that vessel and suppose, too, that to 
save all aboard, including the reckless 
hostler, the captain had sacrificed his 
own life. Then, he who as captain was 
to be feared would also have been loved 
as a self-sacrificing rescuer of others. 
The Law of God shows Him to be 
against wrong, and that for the good of 
all. Therefore He is to be feared. But 
the Gospel shows God acting to save a 


_ sin-ruined world by the great sacrifice 


of His Son at Calvary. Let us then fear 
to displease God. But let us realize 
that His anger against sin grows out of 
His loving concern for the good of us all. 
And let us look often to Calvary and 
say, “God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” 
Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there is one character- 

istic that is common to boyhood es- 
pecially, and in some cases it follows 
into manhood. It is to exaggerate. 
Perhaps you remember the story of a 
boy who told his father there were a 
hundred dogs chasing the cat, and his 
father said with surprise, “A hundred 
dogs? Are you sure?” 

The boy said, “Well, there were fifty, 
anyway.” 

“Fifty? Are you sure?” 

“Well, I know there were twenty- 
five.” 

“Now, son, tell the truth; think it over 
carefully. Exactly how many dogs were 
chasing the cat?” 

“Well, Dad, I know it was our Dash 
and another dog.” 

All boys are not as bad as that, but 
they like to make things sound big, and 
it is a temptation to exaggerate. It is 
s© much more exciting and enjoyable 
to expand than to shrink. But, do you 
know, there is nothing on earth but it 
is possible to imagine it greater? There- 
fore we have to be careful in describing 
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anything if we would be truthful and 
reliable. ; 

And this brings us to the interesting 
fact I want you to think of in connec- 
tion with this lesson. It is the fact of 
God’s justice, His mercy, His power, and 
His glory. You cannot possibly exagger- 
ate these. There is no language with 
adjectives or descriptive terms that are 
adequate. God wants us to praise Him 
and we would like to give Him worthy 
praise, but our efforts fall pitifully 
short. If you are concerned about this 
(and you should be) let me tell you 
what to do. Read the 145th Psalm, 
which is included in the Scripture for 
this lesson. Every one of its 21 verses 
is a note of praise supplied by the Holy 
Spirit. Read it slowly and thoughtfully, 
and you will find yourself praising God 
in His own language. Also read the 19th 
Psalm, beginning, “The heavens declare 
the glory of God; and- the firmament 
sheweth his handiwork.” Also Psalm 
63:3, “Because thy lovingkindness.is bet- 
ter than life, my lips shall praise thee.” 

Remember, it is now while we have 
the breath of life that we can praise 
Him in this specially appropriate way, 
“for in death there is no remembrance 
of thee: in the grave, who shall give 
thee thanks?” (Psa. 6:5.) And, “The 
dead praise not the Lord, neither any 
that go down into silence. But we will 
bless the Lord from this time forth and 
for evermore. Praise the Lord” (Psa. 
115:17, 18). So here is where you can 
let yourself out to the limit, for you can 
never overpraise the Lord, even if you 
should live a thousand years. 

Some of you are called upon to pray 
aloud in the young people’s meetings. 
You feel insufficient for it. You feel 
that you do not have the vocabulary 
that measures up to speaking to God in 
prayer. Read the Psalms and you will 
find that God, Himself, has given you 
the terms in which to praise Him, and 
you will enjoy the privilege of leading 
your fellows in prayer. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


x 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ILL you girls please turn to Jere- 

miah 9:23, 24 and watch to see 
whether I quote these verses correctly? 
Thank you. I memorized those verses a 
long time ago, but I love them more 
now than I did then! 

When I looked over the lessons for 
this quarter, I thought at once of these 
verses, especially verse 24, “But let him 
that glorieth, glory in this, that he un- 
derstandeth and knoweth me.” That is 
what we want to do! And the rest of 
verse 24 helps us to do it, “that I am 
the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, 
judgment, and righteousness, in the 
earth: for in these things I delight, 
saith the Lord.” 

God is revealed to us in three ways: 
The first is through His creation. Sup- 
pose you were showing me around your 
home. As I look at your newly painted 


“must be a fine man. 





(9) 469 


house, you say, “My father painted the 
house this spring.” When I mention 
your beautiful: lawn, you say, “My. 
father seeded the lawn, and keeps it 
mowed and watered." Then I see a 
hammock stretched between two shade 
trees. You say, “My father put that up 
for me.” I begin to think your father 
He is evidently 
hard-working and kind to his daughter. 
In the same way, God’s wonderful crea- 
tion teaches us about Him. 

Let us repeat Psalm 19:1-3 together. 
From those verses we. learn that the 
heavens reveal the glory of God. Now 
let us learn, the first part of verse 4, 
“Their line is gone out through all the 
earth, and their words to the end of the 
world.” This part of the Psalm means 
that the heavens show forth the glory 
of God all around the earth. There is 
no place in the world where the glory 
of His creation cannot be seen. 

The second way God is revealed to 
us is through His Word. We just heard 
from Jeremiah 9:24 that God exercises 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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lovingkindness, judgment, and right- 
eousness in the earth, and that He de- 
lights in these things. 

Our God is infinitely holy, yet infi- 
nitely loving. He is absolutely just, yet 
gracious and merciful. It is wonderful 
to know this. 

I know a woman who is conscientious 
and truthful. When she says she will 
do a thing, she does it. If she tells me 
something, I believe it. But she is not 
kind and obliging. One of her relatives 
said of her, “She won’t go out of her 
way an inch for anybody.” If she wére 
only as loving as she is conscientious, 
she would be’ a wonderful person. 

I know another woman who is kind 
and obliging and ready to help anyone 
anytime. But you cannot depend on 
her word. She sometimes promises to 
do something, and then forgets all about 
it! She says nice things to people that 
are not quite true, because she likes so 
much to please them. If she were only 
as conscientious as she is kind, she 
would be a lovely woman. ; 

God is infinitely greater than any hu- 
man being, 
women and’ then reading what God’s 
Word says about Him has made me ap- 
preciate a little more how wonderful 
He is. God is more righteous than my 
conscientious acquaintance and at the 
same time far kinder than the obliging 
one. How this knowledge makes us 
want to worship Him! 

The third way God is revealed to us 
is through His Son. Jesus Christ is 
called “the Word” in John 1, because He 
has revealed God to us. In verse 14 of 
that chapter it says that He is “full of 
grace and truth.” And verse 18 says 
- that He has “declared” God to men. 
The more we study the four Gospels and 
think about the things Jesus did and 
said, the better we will know God. 

Now let us read Deuteronomy 10: 12- 
15. Then read from verse 17 to chapter 
11:1. Here Moses, inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, tells something of the greatness 
of God, and also speaks of His justice 
and His kindness in verse 18. “Because 
God is so great and so wonderful, Moses 
urges the Israelites to fear Him and 
serve Him, to cleave to Him, and to 
praise Him. 

Our last Scripture for this morning is 
Romans 5:6-11. Notice especially verse 
8: “God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet’ sinners, 
Christ died for us.” The death of Christ 
revealed God’s love to us more fully 
than any other way could have done. 
His creation shows His glory. His Word 
teaches us His truth and His love. But 
the greatest revelation of God is found 
at the cross of Christ. Because God is 
just, He, as ruler of the universe, had 
to punish sin. Because of His love and 
mercy He gave His only begotten Son 
to die for us. The more we know God, 
the more we will praise Him, and the 
more we will joy in Him through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
x 


It is a serious thing to pray! We may 
be taken at our word—D. L. Moody. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. x 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
His Strange Habit.—But the mercy of 

the Lord is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting upon them that fear him, and 
his righteousness unto children’s chil- 
dren (Psa. 103:17, Golden Text). A 
friend of mine was in the habit of visit- 
ing an indoor swimming pool each 
Thursday night. There was a certain 
man he met at the pool who always 
amused and intrigued him. This man 
would come out with his bathing suit 
on, go straight to the edge of the water, 
and dip his big toe into the pool, and 
then climb right up to the highest div- 
ing board, make a wonderful dive, and 
swim up and down the pool with splen- 
did form. 

It was difficult for my friend to un- 

derstand why such an expert swimmer 
and diver should resort to such a novice 
habit of sticking his toe into the water 
before entering. He plucked up courage 
6ne night and asked him why he did it. 
He smiled and answered, “I suppose it 
is just force of habit; however, there is 
a reason and I shall tell you.” 
_ He used to be an instructor in a large 
college for men. His job was to teach 
them to swim and dive. One night, he 
could not sleep and decided to slip in to 
the swimming pool and have a swim, 
thinking that the exercise would induce 
sleep. 

“I did not put on the lights in the 
pool,” he continued, “for I knew every 
inch of the place, and the roof was made 
of glass. The moon shown through, 
throwing the shadow of my body on 
the wall at the other end. My body and 
arms made a perfect sign of the cross. 
I cannot explain to you why I did not 
dive at that moment. I had no premo- 
nition of danger of any kind. As I stood 
looking at the shadow of the cross, I 
began to think of the cross of Christ and 
its meaning. I was not a Christian. I 
found myself repeating the words of a 
hymn I had learned as a boy—‘He died 
that we might be forgiven, He died to 
make us ‘good, that we might go at last 
to Heaven, saved by His precious blood.’ 
I cannot tell you how long I stood poised 


on the diving board or why I did not ~ 


dive. I came down from the board and 
walked along the pool to the steps that 
I knew led to the bottom of the pool 
and began to descend. I reached the 
bottom and my feet touched the cold, 
smooth bottom of the pool. The night 
before, the caretaker had drained the 
pool dry and I knew nothing about it. 
I realized then that had I dived, I would 
have dived to my death. 

“The cross on the wall,” he added, 
“saved me that night. I was so thank- 
ful to God for His mercy in sparing my 
life that I knelt on the cold bricks and 
asked the Christ of the cross ‘to save my 
soul. I experienced a twofold deliver- 
ance that. night. .That, sir, is why I 
always put my toe ,into the water before 
diving.”—From “Shadow on the Wall,” 
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by John Thompson. Sent by M. Irene 
Jury, Glendale, Calif. 

For Our Protection.—To keep the 
commandments of the Lord, and his 
statutes, which I command thee this day 
for thy good? (Deut. 10:13.) A certain 
raja in the East Indies strictly ordered 
one of his servants to remain away from 
a cave, near the residence of the raja— 
and to prevent all other persons from 
going there also. The servant began to 
consider the probable reasons for such a 
command; and persuaded himself that 
it was because the raja had hidden 
treasure there. He resolved to get pos- 
session of it. Knowing he could not 
roll away the stone from the mouth of 
the cave himself, he revealed his plan to 
a companion of his, who agreed to help 
him for a portion of the booty. When, 
night came, they stole quietly to the 
cave thinking only of how they would 
dispose of their treasure. But, no sooner 
had they with great -effort rolled away 
the stone, than a tremendous tiger with 
eyes glaring like fury, sprang upon them 
and tore them to pieces. What a penalty 
to pay for disobedience!—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Martin 
M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 

Better Remember Past Mercies.—He is 
thy praise, and he is thy God, that hath 
done for thee these great and terrible 
things, which thine eyes have seen 
(Deut. 10:21). When we truly love the 
Lord we delight in remembering past 
mercies and we will also delight in tell- 
ing of these mercies. An old lady was 
fearful lest her little store of money 
wouldn’t last. On voicing this to a non- 
Christian friend, she was amazed to hear 
the friend say: “Mrs. J——, whatever 
has happened to your memory? I re- 
member when you used to tell me so 
much about your Lord’s goodness to 
you. It seems to me that since you 
have stopped remembering His past 
goodness you have become anxious and 
fretful about the future. I think I heard 
you say your Lord never changes, 50, 
dear Mrs. J——, you better start remem- 
bering all the past mercies again.” And 
that old lady, on telling me this, said, 
“Pastor, what a much-needed rebuke I 
received from that woman! And to 
think she wasn’t even a Christian!"— 
From a radio sermon. Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, Toronto, Can. 

Penalty Paid for Us.——But God com- 
mendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for. us (Rom. 5:8). A man driving 
through 'West Virginia stopped in Salem 
and left his car by a parking meter. He 
overstayed his allotted time and fully 
expected, upon returning to his car, to 
find on his windshield a ticket for traf- 
fic violation. Instead of a ticket, how- 
ever, he discovered a red tag with this 
astonishing message: “The Chief of Po- 
lice of Salem, West Virginia, has depos- 
ited 5c in thé meter rather than tag you. 
You want him to have his money back, 
so hand this card, with the amount he 
has paid, to him; or leave it at any 
place of business and it will be returned 
to the Chief. Thank you, and come 
back.” We sinners deserve nothing but 
judgment from God and that He Him- 
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self, in the person of His Son, has paid 
the penalty on our behalf—From the 
Pilgrim. Sent by Mary E. Lauver, Mt. 
Pleasant Mills, Pa. 


“To Save Cinders.”—While we were 
yet sinners (Rom. 5:8). A little girl 
made a strange misquotation of a verse, 
put she told the truth when she said, 
“Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save cinders.” Yes, He did! He takes 
the cinders; the clinkers; the ashes; the 
purned-out, hopeless lives; and makes 
them glorious and new.—From a ser- 
mon by Will H. Houghton. Sent by the 
Rev. C. N. Hillyer, Holly Park, London, 
Eng. Prize illustration. 


Only Two Classes——Much more ion 
.. . we shall be saved from wrath 
through him (Rom. 5:9). It is said that 
when the great ship Titanic sank on its 
maiden voyage to America, the scene 
outside the White Star office in Liver- 
pool, Eng., beggared description. A 
great crowd of the relatives and friends 
of those who had taken passage on that 
ill-fated vessel thronged the street, and 
all traffic was suspended. On either side 
of the main entrance a large board had 
been placed. Above one was printed in 
large letters, “Known To Be Saved,” 
and on the other, “Known To Be Lost.” 
Every now and then a man would ap- 
pear from the office bearing a piece of 
cardboard on which was written the 
name of one of the passengers. As he 
stood at the entrance and faced the 
crowd and held up the name, a deathly 
stillness swept over that great congrega- 
tion. It watched breathlessly to see to 
which of the boards he would pin the 
hame, either on the side, of the “Saved” 
or the “Lost.” That crowd realized that 
there were but two classes among those 
who had traveled on that ship—there 
was no blackboard for those who were 
neither saved nor lost.—From a Good 
News Tract by Alfred P. Gibbs. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


Only One Can Deal With Our Past.— 
Being now justified by his blood, we 
shall be saved from wrath through him 
(Rom. 5:9). A San Francisco woman 
admits she has a very unsavory past, 
and claims she is now going straight. 
She wants the authorities to do some- 
thing for her, which can only be done 
for persons who have lived clean lives 
in the past. The woman, with tears 
steaming down her cheeks, sobbed: 
“How can anyone get away from their 
yesterdays, if they [the authorities] 
shove your past into your todays? I’ve 
ttied to let the dead past bury the dead. 
But now the State of California wants 
to make my past my present.” From 
the spiritual standpoint, we can tell any 
interested person how one can “get 
away from their yesterdays.” Believers 
in the Lord Jesus Christ are “justified 
by his blood.” The word “justified” lit- 
erally means, “Just as if I’ had never 
sinned. Once you are “justified,” God 
will never “shove your past into your 
todays.” He has said, “Their sins and 
their iniquities will I remember no 
more” (Heb. 8:12).—Condensed from 
Now. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, 
Kans. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


The Goodness of God 
(Deut. 6:20-25) 
66 LAYING FAIR” is the title I 
would give to this quarter’s les- 
sons for Juniors. This first lesson, basic 
to the others, may be thought of as 
“Playing Fair With God.” 

“You be the judge.” (Supply each 
member of the class with a pencil and 
pieces of paper for balloting. After each 
balloting allow discussion. In some in- 
stances there may be a desire for a 
second ballot on the subject. This may 
show the children the fallibility of snap 
judgments and imperfect knowledge.) 
You Juniors want things to be fair. 
You do not like to see anyone cheated 
of his rights. We have some complaints 
this morning from God and from Jun- 
iors. Will you help settle them by vot- 
ing for what you think is fair and right? 

We imagine God saying: “I gave Sally 
this wonderful country to live in. I fur- 
nished her with food to eat and things 
to make her clothes. I give her water 
to drink and air to breathe. Her very 
life is in My hands. Yet Sally never 
says, ‘Thank You,’ or thinks of Me. Is 
that fair?” (Deut. 8:7-11; Psa. 24:1; 104: 
14; Acts 17:28; Psa. 103: 2.) 

Here comes Johnny: “I want to play 
ball with the gang all morning even if 
it is Sunday. It isn’t fair to make me 
dress up and go to Sunday school. None 
of the other fellows on our street do.” 
God might state His side of the case 
this way: “Johnny has six days for 
play. He wants to steal My day, too. 
Is that fair? Besides, he is going to 
need what he learns in Sunday school 
even if he does grow up to be a big 
league baseball player.” You decide: 
Shall Johnny play ball or go to Sunday 
school? ‘(Exod. 20:8-11; Isa. 58:13, 14; 
Psa. 84:4, 10; 119: 105, 110.) 

Frances complains: “I want a bicycle. 
I have prayed and prayed for one. I go 
to Sunday school every Sunday. Don’t 
you thigk God ought to give me a bi- 
cycle?” (John 14:13, 14; Psa. 34:10; 66: 
18; 84:llc; Jas. 4:3.) 
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Is God a fair judge?. Once Abraham 
asked that question (Gen. 18:23-25), 
and God proved the rightness of His 
judgment. (Tell the outcome of that in- 
cident. Other references: Deut. 10:17, 
18; Psa. 145:17; 89:14.) Sometimes boys 
and girls do not like rules, even wise 
decisions like God’s! Perhaps that is 
why He put this in the Bible (flannel- 
board scene of a child and his parent 
with a scroll): When your son asks you, 
“Why do you have all ‘these rules and 


laws God gave you?” tell him: “We were 


Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt, and the Lord 
brought us out of Egypt by His mighty 
hand. The Lord did wonderful and ter- 
rible things to Egypt, and to Pharaoh 
and his men right before our eyes. He 
led us from there to give us the country 
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He promised our ‘ancestors. The Lord 
told us to keep all these rules and to re- 
spect the Lord our God for our own 
good so He could keep us safe as He has 
up till now. We shall be doing right 
before the Lord our God if we keep all 
these laws as He told us.” What great 
things has God done for us and our 
country? What more wonderful things 
for us Christians? “The Lord is good 
to all: and his tender mercies are over 


all his works” (Psa. 145:9, Memory 
Verse). The Lord has more than 
“played fair” with us! What then 


should we do to “play fair” with God? 
Perhaps a code will be worked out by 
the class about going to church every 
Sunday, keeping the Lord’s Day, read- 
ing the Bible, prayer, thanksgiving. 

If daily Bible readings are desired, 
the teacher may choose brief thoughts 
from the over-all lesson verses and the 
references in this article, appropriate to 
pupil needs, preferably of simple vocab- 
ulary. 

Orono, MAINE. 


x 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HIS week we had a very important 

holiday. Who can tell me what day 
it was?, Yes, Richard, you are right. 
Friday was the Fourth of July. But 
what makes the Fourth of July impor- 
tant? (Teacher: You will doubtless get 
a multiplicity of answers here, such as 
picnics, family get-togethers, going to 
the seashore, and the like.) It is true 
that we do many of these things on the 
Fourth of July, but, like many of our 
other holidays, we often forget what is 
the true purpose of the holiday. Ac- 
tually Fourth of July is really Indepen- 
dence Day. Long before you were born, 
long before your mother and daddy 
were born, even long before your grand- 
parents were born, America was not the 
sweet land of liberty that we sing aboyt 
now. The people who lived here when 
this country was first beginning were 
ruled by England. There came a day, 
however, when the people of America 
wanted to be free from England. So, 
as has happened in many countries, the 
two countries warred against each 
other. Finally, on July Fourth, the 
American people signed a paper known 
as the Declaration of Independence. 
The paper said (declared) that we 
would be free (independent) from Eng- 
land. So, every year since, we have 
celebrated Independence Day on the 
Fourth of July. 

In the very long ago there was in 
another land a day that could have been 
known as Independence Day for God’s 
people. You will remember that the 
people of God had been slaves in the 
land of Egypt. We cannot begin to ima- 
gine how dreadfully they were treated. 
They were required to make bricks and 
build the treasure cities (or store cities) 
of Pithom and Raamses. 

But God did not mean for His people 
to be slaves or to be ruled over by 
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others. It was His will that His people 
should live in their own land over 
which they themselves would rule. For 
the Egyptian people, however, to let 
God’s people go-was not an easy thing. 
They did not want to lose all their 
slaves, of course. So God had to send 
one punishment after another upon the 
Egyptian people. Actually, the things 
that were punishments were miracles 
that worked for the good of God’s peo- 
ple. (Teacher: Here you could show 
flashcard pictures of the plagues, ex- 
plaining each very briefly.) 

Finally, in a very wonderful way, 
God’s people were safely out of reach 
of the Egyptians. For, you remember, 
the Egyptians and their chariots and 
their horses were drowned in the same 
sea that had opened for the people of 
God to go through. Though there were 
no stores where food could be bought 
in the wilderness through which God’s 
people journeyed, God saw to it that 
they had enough to eat. Then, when 
they could have entered their homeland, 
they refused to believe God. So He 
punished them by causing them to wan- 
der through the wilderness year after 
year after year. 

One day, not long before God’s people 
got to their homeland, Moses reminded 
them of/ certain things. He said that 
there would come a day when their 
children would ask, “What do the Scrip- 
tures mean? Why do we have certain 
holidays? Why has the Lord God com- 
manded these things?” 

“Then,” Moses said, “you shall say 
unto your son, ‘we were Pharaoh’s 
slaves in Egypt and the Lord brought 
us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 
And the Lord showed signs and won- 
ders, great and sore, upon Egypt, upon 
Pharaoh, and upon all His house, before 
our eyes; and He brought us out from 
Egypt that He might bring us in to give 
us the land which He promised to our 
fathers.’” . 

What was Moses saying? He was say- 
ing that always they were to remember 
their Independence Day—the dgy when 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 467) 

1. Seventy (Deut. 10:22). 

2. His justice. 

3. God’s love for strangers and their 
own experience as strangers in Egypt 
(Deut. 10:19): 

4. We were without'strength and un- 
godly (Rom. 5:6); sinners (v. 8); and 
enemies of God (v. 10). 

5. His love (Rom. 5:8) 
(see 3:26). 

6. A divine act. It happened only 
once. : 

7. His spiritual standing. 

8. By receiving Christ as Saviour and 
thus being justified (pronounced right- 
eous) by His blood (Rom. 5:9). 

9. At the judgment of the great white 
throne (Rev. 20:11-15). 

10. Abiding joy (Rom. 5:11). 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 


and justice 
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they were no longer slaves to the 
Egyptians. 
MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 


% 
Giving Others Due Deference 


(Continued from page 465): 


is no way of showing one’s superiority 
to others, like recognizing the superior- 
ity which is in others. 

Even in the realm of high scholarship 
this truth has ample illustration; al- 
though it might seem that conscious 
superiority of knowledge would forbid 
ohe’s recognizing even a loca] and tem- 
porary superiority of another in his pe- 
culiar sphere of research. He who is 
truly great in his scholarship is, almost 
invariably, not only modest in his claim 
of knowledge, but really quick to recog- 
nize the probable superiority, at some 
one point or another, of every person 
who is sufficiently interested in his sub- 
ject of study to enter into conversation 
about it. 

A gentleman who had given some 
study to a subject on which President 
Mark Hopkins had written with his 
wonted discrimination and power, on 
meeting that distinguished scholar, in- 
troduced the subject in conversation in 
order to get further light on it. His 
first remark indicated that it was a 
theme of thought with him; and at once 
President Hopkins was alert, as always, 
to learn, rather than to display his 
knowledge. The latter graciously 
counted the other better than himself, 
and by his real mental superiority he 
drew out all he could from his com- 
panion; so that the inquirer came away, 
as he afterward said, with a half-morti- 
fied feeling that somehow President 
Hopkins had seemed to be learning from 


him rather than teaching him. And just ' 


there President Hopkins admirably ex- 
emplified the readiness of the scholar 
of high attainment to look rather upon 
the things of others than upon his own 
possessions, in intercourse with those of 
very moderate acquirements. 

It would be well if all of us bore in 
mind this duty of deeming others better 
than ourselves, in every time of dis- 
cussion—private or public discussion. 
No matter how confident we are that 
we are right and the other wrong, or 
that we are fully informed and the 
other ignorant, if we have consented to 
discuss the matter at all, we must con- 
cede to our opponent his superiority 
while he is having his say on the sub- 
ject. He is not merely to be counted by 
us as a peer; he is, just then, while he 
is giving his view of the case, our Ssu- 
perior, better than ourselves; and our 
every word and look should show that 
we recognize his superiority so far. 
What a gain there would be in all the 
conversations and discussions of Chris- 
tians, if only this clearly defined princi- 
ple in Christian courtesy were faithfully 


» —— 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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adhered to! There are those who seem 
to act upon it unvaryingly, and they are 
beloved and respected by all who know 
them. They prove their own superior- 
ity by their conceding superiority to 
others. There are, on the other hand, 
those who continually slight or ignore 
this principle; and whatever geod qual- 
ities such persons possess, their lack at 
this point gives them a lack of dignity 
and of attractiveness in the sight of all 
observers. They prove their inferiority 
by their constant claim of superiority. 

The element of reverence enters into 
the spirit of all true courtesy; for rever- 
ence manifests itself not alone toward 
God, but toward all who on any account 
are worthy of respect and deference. 
Hence he who is truly reverent will 
show respect and give deference to those 
who might:seem to be below him, as 
well as to those who are obviously 
above him; since there is no inferior 
who is not, in his time and place, a 
superior. Reverence works both ways 
alike. This it is that makes quick and 
hearty obedience to authority indispen- 
sable to the character of one who can 
command. He who chafes under au- 
thority could never have success if in 
authority. A lack of due respect for 
those over him proves an inability to 
give due respect to those under him. 
He who is not prompt and cheerful to 
follow, when following is in order, will 
never be fitted to lead when the time 
for leading has come. 

To esteem others better than our- 
selves is, in fact, a necessity, in order to 
our being fair toward others, in order 
to our being just toward ourselves, in 
order to our showing ourselves at our 
best, and in order to our obeying the 
inspired injunction concerning the 
claims and the scope of Christian cour- 
tesy. And this Christian courtesy; 
which is-so essential and so far-reach- 
ing, is not of blood, but of spirit; not of 
nature, but of grace. It is not a thing 
that is born in us, but it is a thing to be 
watchfully and prayerfully developed 
and nurtured, in the training of our chil- 
dren, and in the exercising and con- 
straining of our personal characteristics 
and our methods of personal conduct. 

(To be continued) 
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With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





“Dr. Livingstone, I Presume?” By 
Harry J. Albus. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.25.) To 
Reporter Henry M. Stanley, who had 
dodged bullets in civil wars in America 
and Spain, narrowly, escaped being 
Scalped by the Cheyenne Indians, and 
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floated down the River Platte on a raft, 
his assignment to go to Africa to find 
Missionary David Livingstone was just 
another adventure. But it became the 
most important adventure of his life, 
leading to his spiritual renewment and 
world fame. Although most readers will 
already know that Stanley did find Liv- 
ingstone, Stanley’s harrowing and dan- 
gerous experiences are so vividly pic- 
tured that the reader finds himself 
breathlessly waiting for that moment to 
arrive. Prehigh school boys and girls 
will find that Harry Albus has retold 
with skillful suspense the story of Stan- 
ley’s search. 


Cathy and Carl and the Sea Horse 
Mystery. By Dorothy Grunbock John- 
ston. (Scripture Press, Wheaton, IIL, 
$1.50.) After-many exciting experiences, 
Cathy and her brother Carl have come 
through the first four of the Cathy and 
Carl series and are, at the beginning of 
the fifth, reunited with Pa, Ma, Little 
Sister’ Melinda, and Baby Joy. Life 
should go along, now, on an even keel, 
but—with winter coming on, more 
mouths to feed, and Pa without regular 
work, something had to be done. Just 
at that time Ma remembered a letter 
for Carl that had come months before. 
It was from “Jake,” a rough miner who 
had stolen Carl’s gold diggin’s and had 
later been led to accept the Lord as the 
result of Carl’s witness for Christ. Out 
of gratitude he was sending a bag of 
gold nuggets to Carl—far more than 
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he had stolen. But why had the gold 


not arrived in all these months? The 
solving of this thrilling mystery, and 
the Christian testimony and witness of 
Carl, Cathy, and Pa throughout the en- 
tire story are the outstanding features of 
the Cathy and Carl series. One little girl, 
after reading a Cathy and Carl book, 
remarked, with deep feeling, “I like 
Christian stories!” 


Living in God’s Family. By Mary E. 
LeBar. (Scripture Press, Wheaton, IIL, 
$2.) “For the boy and girl who know the 
Saviour” is the subtitle of this unusual 
book, and it is a concise description 
of the purpose of the contents. The 
book fills a real need. It is intended for 
children of approximately five to eight 
years of age—to show them, after. they 
have accepted the Saviour, “how to go 
on with the Lord through prayer, use of 
the Bible, and service.” There is, Bible 
teaching on such matters as “living in 
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You may have a cony of this book 
WITHOUT MONEY COST 
for Five New 13-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES at $1.00 each. 


EGYPT IN BIBLICAL PROPHECY 


by 
WILBUR M. SMITH 


Writer of THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times ‘‘ A Survey of Religious Life 
and Thought,’’ Dr. Smith is also 
Professor of English Bible at Ful- 
ler Theological Seminary and has 
been recognized for many years as 
an authority on Biblical prophecy. 

This volume may be said to be » 
the first extensive examination of 
the subject of EGYPT in Biblical 
prophecy that has appeared in the 
English language. 

For a comprehensive presenta- 
tion, the author has included a dis- 
cussion of the general subject of 
the geography of Biblical prophecy, a chapter on EGYPT in the 
history of the Hebrew people, a summary of the fantastic theory 
that the great Pyramid of Gizeh contains prophetic teachings, 
and, after a rather full consideration of the prophecies them- 
selves, he concludes with a chapter on EGYPT in the prophetic 
literature and missionary literature of the nineteenth century. 
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God’s family,” “getting into God’s fam. 
ily,” “God’s plan” regarding sin—from 
the standpoint of the sinning child—anq 
the abundant provision that has been 
made for his forgiveness. It shows “how 
God’s children grow” spiritually—by 
talking to God, by listening to God, and 
by doing things for God; and how im. 
portant it is to go on growing. The sep. 
tences are clear and simple and wel] 
within the child’s understanding. The 
type is large and clear, the illustrations 
are attractive and appealing, and the 
book measures 8% by 10% inches. On 
the reverse side of the jacket is a mes. 
sage for parents and teachers, to help 
them to know how to deal with children 
in the matter of their salvation and 
their growth in grace. 


s 


A Tool Kit for Teachers 


AT Sunday school teacher has 
not had to face such problems as 
discovering the best way to prepare a 
lesson, how to study her pupils, getting 
attention, finding and using illustrations, 
how to ask good questions, how to main- 
tain discipline, and the like? A hand- 
book, attractively bound in blue paper 
cover, and giving valuable answers to 
such problems and a number of others, 
has been prepared by Philip E. Howard, 
Sr. It is called “A Little Kit of Teachers’ 
Tools.” 

Why not place a copy in the hands 
of each of your busy Sunday school 
teachers and Christian workers, and give 
them the. advantage of these Spirit- 
filled suggestions and the lift and in- 
spiration that may come from putting 
into practice these tested methods of 
Sunday school teaching and evangelism? 
The cost is moderate—one copy for-# 
cents; six for $2; twelve for $3.75; fifty 
for $15; or one hundred for $28. Just 
ask for the “Little Kit of Teachers 
Tools,” and address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 
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Children at Home 


“Whatsoever Ye Do” 
By Beatrice B. Weiss 


66 HAT a beautiful day!” thought 

Mary Alice as she hurried home 
from school. It had been hot in school, 
but that would make swimming all the 
nicer. How nice it was that Barbara’ 
folks had a swimming pool! Barbara 
would have been her best friend, evel 
without a swimming pool, but that 
made it even better. She would get het 
suit and towel and go right over 
Barbara’s. They would have almost 
two hours to swim before she had t 
come home for supper. 

“Is that you, Mary Alice?” called het 
mother from upstairs, as she came into 
the house, banging the screen door be 
hind her. 

“No, it’s the cat,” chuckled Mary 
Alice. “Did you want me, Mother?” 
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“Yes, dear, I did. Mrs. James called a 
little while ago to ask if you could stay 
with her mother while she _ takes 
Chuckie to the dentist. Grandma Lewis 
hasn’t been well and she doesn’t like to 
leave her alone. It’s right next door 
and you can always call me if you need 
help.” 

“Oh, Mother! I was going over to 
Barbara’s to swim.” 

“There'll be another day to swim. 
Mrs. James has scarcely been out of the 
house since her mother got sick.” 

“Oh, all right. If I must, I must. I'll 
call Barbara and tell her I can’t come.” 

“That’s my girl!” 

Still not very happy, Mary Alice went 
through the opening in the hedge and 
knocked on Mrs. James’ back door. 

“Oh, I’m so glad you could come, dear. 
Chuckie really must go to the dentist, 
and I didn’t know how I was going to 
Manage. Mother likes you and is look- 
ing forward to your visit.” 

Mary Alice felt a little guilty. She 
wasn’t looking forward to it at all. So 
she just smiled and followed Mrs. James 
into Grandma Lewis’s room. 

“Here’s Mary Alice, Mother. She’s 
come to stay with you while I take 
Chuckie to the dentist.” 


“Bless you, child. I’m afraid I’m 
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somewhat of a nuisance. Elsie hasn't 
been able to get out much lately.” 

“Now, Mother, you stop worrying 
about that.” 

“Could I read> to you, Grandma 
Lewis?” asked Mary Alice, after Mrs. 
James and Chuckie had gone. 

“Would you, dear? These old eyes 
aren’t as good as they used to be, and 


I can read only a little while at a time, ° 


and then I must rest them.” 

“What shall I read? The newspaper? 
A magazine? A book? Or maybe your 
Bibie?” 

“I was reading Colossians this after- 
noon till I had to stop. Would you start 
at the third chapter?” Grandma Lewis 
handed her the large-print New Testa- 
ment, the place marked with a pretty 
crocheted bookmark. 

“If ye then be risen with Christ,’” 
she began in her clear voice. This was 
a good chapter, all about how Christians 
ought to live. Soon she came to the 
twentieth verse, “ ‘Children, obey your 
parents in all things: for this is well 
pleasing unto the Lord.’” Daddy and 


Mother were always reminding her of ’ 


that. Well, she had obeyed Mother, 
hadn’t she? She’d come over here when 
she really wanted to go swimming. She 
felt very noble down inside. 

“I’m so glad your parents are bringing 
you children up to be obedient,” said 
Grandma Lewis. “So many children 
nowadays aren’t.” 

“Oh, we have to mind, whether we 
like it or not.” She read on, “ ‘Fathers, 
provoke not your children to anger, lest 
they be discouraged.’” She had to ad- 
mit that Daddy and Mother were very 
patient and fair with her. 

“‘And whatsoever ye do, do it heart- 
ily, as to the Lord.’” All at once the 
smug, good feeling was gone and Mary 
Alice realized that while she had obeyed 
her mother, she had done it rebelliously, 
not because she wanted to. Certainly 
she wasn’t doing it “as to the Lord.” 
Apparently it wasn’t enough just to 
obey. You had to throw yourself into 
it with your whole heart, in order to 
please the Lord. - 

She hadn’t realized she had stopped 
reading until Grandma Lewis’s voice 
broke into her thoughts. “Goodness, 
child, what are you thinking so hard 
about?” 

“Oh, Grandma Lewis, I’m so ashamed 
of myself! I came over here today be- 
cause Mother told me to, but I didn’t 
really want to. I wanted to go swim- 
ming at Barbara’s house. Then when 
you said what you did about how we 
always obey Mother and Daddy, I felt 
real good, and was very pleased with 
myself. But now I see that it was all 
wrong. I should have been happy to 
come.” 

“That’s very deep thinking, my dear.” 

“Can you forgive me for not wanting 
to come? For now I’m very glad I’m 
here. I’ve learned a real Jesson. From 
now on, when I have something to do, 


‘I intend to try my very best to ‘do it 


heartily, as to the Lord.’” 

“Of course I forgive you, my dear. 
And it’s helped me, too. I do get re- 
bellious sometimes, having to lie here. 
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But I guess I can do that ‘as to the 
Lord,’ too. I’m sure if I’m happy about 
it, it will be much easier for my 
daughter to take care of me.” 

When Mrs. James returned, Mary 
Alice and Grandma Lewis were laugh- 
ing merrily over a joke Mary Alice had 
told. 

“Why, Mother, you look better than 
you have in weeks. Mary Alice must be 
very good medicine.” 

“I guess we're good for each other,” 
said Mary Alice. 

FEASTERVILLE, PA. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 6 


Christians Have the Most Fun 
(Col. 3:1-17) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

NE way in which to conduct this 
week’s meeting effectively may be 

to rephrase the topic so that it will read, 
“Do Christians Have the Most Fun?” 
and then to ask some of your group to 
be*prepared to speak affirmatively on 
the question and others negatively. 
Care should be exercised not to leave 
the question up in the air, but to have 
some experienced Christian, perhaps 
your counselor or your pastor, sum up 
the remarks in the light of God’s Word. 


There is a very real sense in which it 
may be misleading and confusing to tell 
young people flatly and unqualifiedly 
that Christians have the most fun. Of 
course, much will depend upon what is 
meant by “fun.” Those of us who have 
accepted and are following the Lord 
Jesus know that many things that the 
world calls fun have no lasting satis- 
faction and often have an unpleasant or 
bitter aftermath. Nevertheless, while 
they are engaged in it, worldly young 
people think they are having, and some- 
times do have, a good time. 


se 


On the contrary, young people who 
accept Christ and sincerely seek to fol- 
low Him frequently find their fun cur- 
tailed. For example, a Christian some- 
times may suffer real loneliness, as 
former worldly friends drop away and 
new Christian friendships are not im- 
mediately formed. Activities in which 
worldly young people find companion- 
ship and enjoyment must sometimes be 
given up when a person accepts and 
follows Christ. ‘This surrender may be 
entered into gladly and willingly, but 
the fact remains that it is sometimes 
far from pleasant. Even in worth-while 
and harmless activities the sincere 
Christian must sometimes exercise ab- 
stinence or restraint in order to per- 
form Christian responsibilities, and such 
forbearance cannot always be called 
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“fun.” A young English missionary, for 
example, was very fond of tennis. 
When he went out to the mission field 
in India, he hoped that a moderate in- 
dulgence in this sport might be enjoyed 
and, at the same time, might contribute 
to his physical fitness. To his dismay 
he found, however, that some of his fel- 
low missionaries looked upon his ten- 
nis as a neglect of opportunities for 
Bible study and language study. Con- 
sequently, rather than be a stumbling 
block to his fellow missionaries, he gave 
up the tennis, and that surrendéet could 
scarcely be called “fun.” 


ve 
However, lest we get the mistaken 
idea that the Christian life in order to 
be real must be drab and dull and un- 
pleasant, let us see some of the things 
that are promised to the sincere fol- 
lower of Christ. The Lord Jesus said 
that He came that we might have life 
and that we might have it more abun- 
dantly (John 10:10). The Christian’s 
life is, or should be, more abundant in 
the sense that it is fuller and also in the 
sense that it is on a higher plane, giving 
lasting satisfaction rather than tran- 
sient pleasure. 
je 
The Lord Jesus intends that His fol- 
lowers shall be full of joy (John 15:11; 
Phil. 3:1; 4:4), even in the midst of test- 
ings (Jas. 1:2). This joy is infinitely 
greater and more enduring than any 
fun or pleasure that is dependent upon 
circumstances. 
4 


The Lord left to His followers His 
peace (John 14:27). It includes a satis- 
faction and tranquility of heart and 
mind that the world can neither give 
nor take away. 

b 4 


Christ has promised to His followers 
fellowship with Himself and with the 
Father (John 14:18, 20, 23; 1 John 1:7; 
Rev. 3:20). 

Se 


Annie Johnson Flint has summed up 
the Christian’s expectation in these ap- 
pealing words: 


Goth hath not promised 
always blue, 

Flower-strewn pathw: 8 
our lives throu, 

da hath not pesenied 
Sun without rain, 
~~. without sorrow, 

eace without pain. 


strength hn tor” the day, 
e ‘or 
Rest from the labor, 


Helo from above, 
Undying > — "aa 


Sa 


In view, therefore, of the joy and 
peace and satisfaction and fellowship 
that the Lord Jesus has provided for 
those who will believe in Him and love 
Him and serve Him, believers are called 
upon, in the words of the Scripture por- 
tion chosen for this week’s topic, to 
reckon their old nature as dead and to 
have nothing to do with the practices 
and desires and conduct that are asso- 
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ciated with that nature (Col. 3:5-9). 
Instead we are to set our affections or 
desires on those things that are above 
that are in keeping with the new nature 
that is ours in Christ Jesus, trusting 
God’s promise that “no good thing will 
he withhold from them that walk up- 
rightly” (Psa. 84:11). This life, while 
not stripped of satisfaction and joy and 
blessing, is nevertheless a_ training 
ground for the life to come. And we 
know from our acquaintance with ath- 
letics that training while often exhila- 
rating and satisfying may also be pain- 
ful and exacting. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
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June 30 to July 6 


Mon., June 30.—Deut. 6:20-25. 
“The Lord Commanded Us.” 
Prayer Succestions: “And the Lord 
commanded us to do all these statutes, 
to fear the Lord our God, for our good 
always, that he might preserve us alive, 
as it is at this day.” The fear of the 
Lord needs to fall upon the people in 
our time. “The fear of the Lord... is 
wisdom” (Job 28:28). “The fear of the 
Lord is clean” (Psa. 19:9). It is “the 
beginning of knowledge” (Prov. 1:7). 
It is the same Spirit that rested on 
Christ (Isa. 11:2). Notice its power and 
influence in Christian witness (1 Pet. 3: 
2). Pray that you may “work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling” 
(see Phil. 2:12; Psa. 2:11). 


Tues., July 1—Deut. 6:10-15. 

‘ Warning Against Forgetfulness. 

PRAYER SuccesTions: “Then beware 
lest thou forget the Lord.” It is a com- 
mon thing for even Christian people to 
forget God.. How easy it is to nod the 
head, affirming the wonder and sweet- 
ness and truth and blessing of the Scrip- 
tures, and yet forget to read them and 
meditate on them “day and night” (Psa. 
1:2). We say in words: “The Bible is 
the best book in all the world” and 
often treat it as though it were not 
needful “daily bread” (Matt. 4:4). 
Pray that you may not be a “forgetful 
hearer” of the Word (Jas. 1:25). 


Wed., July 2.—Deut. 10:17-22. 
God of Justice. 
Prayer Succestions: “For the Lord 
your God is God of gods, and Lord of 
lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terri- 
ble, which regardeth not persons, nor 
taketh reward.” God is just and true 
in all His works and ways. Every 
tongue will ultimately confess that God 
is right and just to all in life, death, 
and at the judgment. And all God’s 
saints shall “sing the song of Moses... 
and the Lamb, saying, Great and mar- 
vellous are thy works, Lord God Al- 
mighty; just and true are thy ways, 
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thou King of saints” (Rev. 15:3). God 
is a God of justice and “by him actions 
are weighed” (1 Sam. 2:3). Pray for 
great consciousness of the righteousness 
of God. 


Thurs., July 3.—Deut. 11:18-28. 
Instruction for the Family, 
PRAYER SuGcestTions: “Therefore shal] 
ye lay up these my words in your heart 
and in your soul, and bind them for a 
sign upon your hand, that they may be 
as frontlets between your eyes. And ye 
shall teach them your children.” Where 
will you find a Christian household 
where this particular “righteousness of 
the law” is “fulfilled” by those who are 
called upon to do-it by not walking 
“after the flesh, but after the Spirit” 
(Rom. 8:4). Revival waits not on more 
preaching but upon new obediences in 
practices that are according to godliness, 
“Awake to righteousness, and sin not; 
for some have not the knowledge of 
God: I speak this to your shame” (1 
Cor. 15:34). .Pray for forgiveness for 
neglecting Christian duty. 


Fri., July 4.—Psa. 145:1-9. 
Song of Praise. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will extol thee, 
my God, O king; and I will bless thy 
name for ever and ever.” Certainly all 
who shall be with the Lord forever will 
bless His name as long as they are with 
Him in Glory. And since salvation is 
experienced on earth and is an eternal 
gift-(John 10:28; John 3:16), praises for 
the author and bringer of salvation can 
be and must be eternal. How much do. 
you bless God daily for His saving and 
keeping and enlightening grace? Pray 

for a very thankful heart. 


Sat., July 5.—Psa. 145:10-21. 
The Lord Is Faithfal 
Prayer SuccesTions: “My mouth shall 
speak the praise of the Lord: and let all 
flesh bless his holy name for ever and 
ever.” God is ever faithful. His “faith- 
fulness is unto all generations” (Psa 
119:90). “He abideth faithful” (2 Tim 
2:13). “Righteousness shall be the gir- 
dle of his loins, and faithfulness the 
girdle of his reins” (Isa. 11:5). “Know 
therefore that the Lord thy God, he is 
God, the faithful God, Which keepeth 
covenant and mercy with them that love 
him and keep his commandments to 4 
thousand generations” (Deut. 7:9). Pray 
for more hope and trust in God who 
abideth faithful. 


Sun., July 6.—Psa. 89:1, 2, 5-8, 13-16. 
God’s Steadfast Love. 
PRAYER SuGGEsSTIONS: “Blessed is the 
people that know the joyful sound: 
they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of 
thy countenance.” God has a smiling 
face toward His children. And nothing 
cheers a believer more than to have 
God lift upon him the light of His coum 
tenance. Do you praise God often for 
tne help of His countenance? (Psa. 42 
5.) “His countenance doth behold the 
upright”’ (Psa. 11:7). Are you letting 
God make you “full of joy” with Hi 
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countenance? (Acts 2:28.) Pray for God 
sick and aged saints. 
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